The assay is specific for IL-6. The human recombinant factors IL-la and fi, IL-2, IL-3, IL-4, TNF, 'yIFN, and GM-CSF were found to be inactive in this assay.
For blocking experiments we used either a neutralizing polyclonal rabbit anti-IL-6 antiserum (dilution 1:1,000) or monoclonal mouse a IL-6 antibodies (dilution 1:1,000), both prepared at our institute. The antisera were added during the assay and gave similar results. Before testing in the IL-6 assay, the sera were heat-inactivated (30 minutes, 56#{176}C). To detect possible inhibitors in the serum (eg,
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Patients.
At the onset of the disease, blood and/or bone marrow 
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75 ( has no activity in this assay.25 As shown in Table  I , all conditioned media that contained IL-6 also had IL-I activity. The amount of IL-I secreted into the medium was clearly correlated with the lL-6 production (r = .91) (Fig 2) . tiation, CDI4 is expressed on the leukemic cells. Therefore, we compared the expression of this antigen with the lL-6 production (Fig 4) . There proved to be a fairly good correlation between CD14 expression and 1L-6 production (r=.64). 
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